
 
Join us for a winter celebration of the 
Roan Highlands--their grassy balds, 
scenic trails, trees and shrubs, and their 
ancient geology--Saturday morning, 
February 13th at the Roan Mountain 
State Park conference center.   
 
We are lucky, here in the southern 
Appalachians, to live in one of the most 
biologically diverse temperate regions on 
the planet.  Since the first trampings of 
John Bartram, the Highlands have 
attracted scientists, naturalists, and 
lovers of beauty from all over the world; 
indeed, from the first Cherokee, there 
have been many friends of Roan 
Mountain. 
Jamey Donaldson, highlands botanist, 
will present a program on the grassy 
balds of the Roan massif and 
surrounding areas.  Many know Jamey 
from his Baatany Goat Project. Here he 
will speak on the balds' origins, of 
ancient browsing herbivores, theories of 
successive fires, pre-settlement grazing, 
and most important, present day 
restoration and maintenance. He will 
also speak of the rare plant communities 
the balds presently support, and their 
threats from increasing numbers of 
hikers and campers.   
Kerry Wood, trails ranger of the  
Watauga district of the Cherokee Nat'l  

Forest will present a program on Leave 
No Trace.  Kerry brings a wealth of 
knowledge to this area from his 
graduate work at Va Tech (MS 
Forestry), and his experience in Grand 
Teton National Park and Bridger-Teton 
National Forest in impact analysis of 
backcountry camping and wildfire 
prevention.   

 
Sycamore by the Elk River 

 
Tim McDowell , director of the ETSU 
Arboretum, plant collector for the 
Smithsonian, and frequent visitor with 
his students to the University Estatal de 
Bolivar (sister university to ETSU in 
Guaranda, Ecuador), will present a 
program on the Roan Highland's trees 
and shrubs.  His emphasis will be on  

their winter identification.  We know 
maples and oaks from their 
characteristic leaf, but when the leaves 
are gone?  Dr. Tim will bring in samples  
of terminal buds and other indicators of 
highland tree and shrub species.               
 
HIKES--#1  Robert Whittemore and 
Jeremy Stout   Who better than our 
geologist-president can show us the 
geologic mysteries of  the Peg Leg Iron 
mine. Jeremy, who manages the Steele 
Creek Park Nature Center, will present 
a talk on the "Earth and Human 
History" of the area.  His great grand 
uncle was a hackline driver to the old 
Cloudland Hotel; he and those in his 
charge were often attacked by the 
miners!  Come and hear the stories. 
           --#2 Tim McDowell, will lead a 
hike on the Blue-2 trail, showing us the 
species indicators--limbs and the 
swelling February buds which he spoke 
about in his earlier presentation.  Here 
you can see  where these woody plants 
like to grow best!   
                          LUNCH 
Elizabethton’s City Market will present 
a sumptuous selection of sandwiches for 
everyone’s taste along with platters of 
cookies and brownies. 
                     SCHEDULE 
Meet at Conference Center       9:AM 
Jamey Donaldson on the Balds 9:30 
Kerry Wood on the Trails       10:30 
Tim McDowell on plants          11:30   
Lunch: City Market’s goodies                          
Hikes Meet at car line-up on lower 1:PM 
field in Park--hike #1, #2, leaders will be at 
head.     More Info: David Hall:  
    423-772 3500  davetree@charter.net 


