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Photographer or Conservationist?

For the past few years, my friend and
colleague, David Ramsey has talked about
Rocky Fork and how beautiful it is. He has
asked me numerous times to go for hikes there,
but | seemed to always be working on more
important things -- well, what | thought was
more important anyway. Finally, a few weeks
ago | decided it was time to go for that hike into
the Rocky Fork Tract.

As David and | started up
the road | felt that deep
down connection
elevating my soul. As we
walked up the road we
could see a red logging
truck sitting next to a

very large pile of nice

sized logs. Instead of my connection weakening
it only grew in strength! Something was really
drawing me in to this wild land. It was as though
Rocky Fork was pleading for our help.

David and | headed up the road thinking that we
could make it to the cut before darkness came.
We had been told that the cut was about 4 or 5
miles into the backcountry. Pressing on we
walked for another couple of hours with the
intention of photographing the scarred
landscape. It was a great hike, all the way up
the road David would explain every detalil. It
was great hiking into a place of this wildness
with someone that had grown-up playing in and
learning everything about a location. It was like
hiking with a Rocky Fork encyclopedia!

Needless to say, the evening came way too
quickly, and we had to turn around before
making it to the cut. | was somewhat

— Jerry Greer

disappointed in not making it, but the
disappointment only strengthened my need to
help save this wild land. We knew that there
was a possible sale to a developer for we had
heard many reports from the locals. We also
knew that they had moved four logging
companies into the backcountry. We felt time
was of the essence!

From that first hike a few weeks ago I've made
no less than seven return trips into the Rocky
Fork Tract. Every day that storms are in the
weather forecast | head there to photograph.
The rain makes the moss-covered boulders and
tumbling cascades of Rocky Fork even more
beautiful. It also makes for a muddy stream! |
want to make beautiful photographs but | also
want those photographs to illustrate how
damaging bad logging practices can be for a
once pristine stream ecosystem.

The logging continues today and bids are
coming in for the purchase but David and | are
working vigorously along with the Southern
Appalachian Highlands Conservancy, Southern
Appalachian Forest Coalition, Open Spaces
Institute, The Conservation Fund, SouthWings,
Southern Environmental Law Center,
Appalachian Trail Conservancy and with others
that will be joining to help save this wondrous
10,000acre wild land tract.

When [ sit on the bank of Rocky Fork | think of
a paragraph that Harry Ellis wrote in Garden In
The Sky, “...To be truly content, we must be
attuned to the influences of nature. We must
know the sunrises and sunsets, starry nights
and full moons, must hear the sounds of
rushing streams and singing birds, and thrill to



the splendor of the changing seasons. Those nature photographer.

who live with the beauties and mysteries of the Every time | would think
earth are never quite alone, or bored, or weary of this passage | seem to \
of life. As | thought about these things in the always ask myself,
fading sunset, | began to understand why so “Am | a photographer or a I
many people have come under the spell and conservationist?” |
mystique of the mountain." can now truthfully answer
my own question — “ |
What a powerful paragraph! This one am both!”

paragraph has changed my life’s work as a
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Meet Andrea Wilson, artist!

During the past two years, | have purchased the beautiful watercolor note cards of Artist Andrea Wilson while attending
the Wilderness Wildlife Week each January in Pigeon Forge. I've contributed the cards to the
Friends of Roan Mountain for the Rally raffles, usually two to a package.

A watercolor enthusiast myself, | absolutely love her detailed ink and watercolor prints with
emphasis on detail and color. Andrea has painted for over 30 years, and finds that the area
where she lives, on the edge of the Greenbrier entrance to the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, offers a continual evolution of creative ideas. From her web site: “The variety
and intensity of color in a dying leaf or the graceful line of a stem, the personality of a dancing
blossom - these are nature’s gifts that are all worthy of recording.”

One of her techniques which | found beautiful and unique is the symmetry of butterflies forming
pleasing patterns and color creations. Her work becomes lyrical as fantasy enters her creativity.
Without a doubt, Andrea pours her soul into to work.

One of her favorite paintings is of the Cardinal Flower. She says: “I've lived with this flower all
my life. | began the sketch in late summer when the flower blooms around my home. | took
living specimens to my drawing board, plus 60 or more digital images of the various details |
knew | wanted to incorporate. | finished the final painting in December. | often wonder why |
start some of my paintings that are so complex, but it's always worth the effort when the final
painting is completed.”

Andrea has donated a matted print of the Cardinal Flower to the Friends of Roan Mountain

and it will be presented either for auction or for the raffle at this fall's coming Rally on

September 7-9, 2006 Cardinal Flowers. Used by
, ' permission. Copyright

2003-2006 Andrea Wilson.

| invite you to check out Andrea’s web site to view her other creations:

www.AndreaWilsonArtist.com . Andrea is the winner of the Second Place prize in the 2006
Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage Art Competition. Her orange flame azalea print is pictured on
her web site.

— Anne Whittemore
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David Duhl is a nature photographer living in Nashville. David will be the Saturday evening Rally speaker.
Some of his work may be viewed at www.davidduhl.com and at www.agpix.com/duhl.

Randy Rogers, a friend of Roan Mountain and a
true amateur naturalist, lost his battle with cancer
early on the morning of Aug. 4". Randy, as a
hike-leader for our rallies, impressed us with his
easy, friendly manner and his breadth of
knowledge of the natural world. His particular
love of butterflies and wild flowers was evident as
he strolled along sharing information about their
remarkable natural history. Our condolences are
extended to his wife, Mitsi, and his family.

Memorials gifts may be made by going to
www.canceroutreach.com and clicking on Family
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In Memoriam

Randy Rogers
Sept. 24, 1958 - Aug. 4, 2006

Resources tab, Foundation Outreach.

Fall Rally 2004
Making a plaster cast of a deer print
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Editor

Nancy Barrigar

708 Allen Avenue
Elizabethton, TN 37643
(423) 543-7576
barrigargn@earthlink.net

Find us on the web at http://www.etsu.edu/biology/roan-mtn/
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